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CORPORATION OF HAMILTON 

INFRASTRUCTURE COMMITTEE 

PUBLIC SESSION 

 
Wednesday, September 9, 2020, 10:00 am 

Mayor’s Parlour, City Hall, Hamilton 

 
Present: Councillor John Harvey, MBE, JP, Chairman 

 Rt. Wor. Charles R. Gosling, JP 
 Councillor George Scott, JP 
 Councillor Henry Ming 
 Councillor Jenefer Brimmer 
 Michael Branco, JP - Associate Member 

  
Apologies: Councillor Nicholas Swan 

 Councillor RoseAnn Edwards 
  

Staff: Secretary/COO - Dwayne A. Caines 
 Acting Secretary/Treasurer – Tanya Iris 
 City Engineer - Patrick Cooper 
 Event Project Manager – Jessica Astwood 

  
In Attendance: Mr. Dion Smith, Managing Director, Smith Technologies Ltd 

Mr. Gary Edwards, Adult Education School 
Mr. Piers Carr, Founder and CEO, Current Vehicles 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

1. Confirmation of Notice 

In the Secretary/COO's absence, the Acting Secretary/Treasurer confirmed that the appropriate 
notices of the meeting were duly given according to the Meeting Guide. 

2. Role of the Chairman 

Councillor John Harvey confirmed his role as the Chairman. 

3. Open Meeting 

The meeting was called to order at 10.05 am. 

4. Apologies 

The Acting Secretary/Treasurer confirmed that apologies had been received from Councillor R. 
Edwards and the Secretary/COO, Dwayne A. Caines, who would arrive late. 
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5. Public Participation/Presentation 

5.1 Fitness Walkathon 

The Chairman welcomed Mr. Dion Smith, Managing Director of Smith Technologies Ltd 
and Mr. Gary Edwards of the Adult Education School of Bermuda. 

Mr. Smith gave an outline of his business objective which was to bring international 
participants into Bermuda for sporting events.  Due to COVID-19, the event in 2020 would 
not be open to international participants, however, this would be hoped for in 2021.  The 
Bermuda Walkathon would be a fund raising event, jointly hosted with the Adult Education 
School of Bermuda who would benefit from donations, with a focus of health.  It was 
proposed to host the event from #1 Car Park with tenting for local sponsor stalls and staging 
for prize giving.  The event is proposed for Saturday, 7 November 2020.  The proposal 
included half-street closures on Par-La-Ville Road, Church Street and moving northward, 
from 2.00 pm-6.00 pm, use of #1 car park, services in kind and marketing including 225th 
Anniversary.  There would be an entrance fee of $65 per person with corporate group 
participation.  The City Engineer said that the set up at #1 car park would have to take 
place on the Saturday and it was noted that car park and street closures would not be 
welcomed by retailers on a Saturday.  Mr. Smith would confirm by email to change the day 
to Sunday if that would be preferable.  This would be discussed further in the Restricted 
Session. 

The Chairman thanked Mr. Smith and Mr. Edwards for their presentation. 

Mr. Smith and Mr. Edwards left the meeting at 10.15 am. 

5.2 Current Vehicles 

The Chairman welcomed Mr. Piers Carr, CEO of Current Vehicles (Twizzy Company).   

Mr. Carr noted the increase of electric cars and inquired whether the COH had any plans 
to locate electric vehicle charging zones, especially in the car parks.  He requested 
permission for his company to lease approximately 15-20 parking bays and install electric 
vehicle charging equipment at no cost to the COH.  He identified a suitable parking area 
for leasing.  Private electric vehicles would be charged at the owner's property.  The Mayor 
noted that the continuing technological improvements had increased the autonomy of 
electric vehicles.  Mr. Carr explained that the smaller cars were fitted with smaller batteries 
and there would demand more frequent charging in central locations in the City, as a tourist 
destination.  His Company's technology would provide free access for its cars charging and 
would be open to all who would be charged for access to the equipment, but not for the 
electricity.  Full charging would take approximately three (3) hours.  The Mayor said that in 
light of the current decrease in demand for car parking, perhaps this proposal should be 
considered.  Discussion ensued.  This would be discussed further in the Restricted 
Session. 

The Chairman thanked Mr. Carr for his presentation. 

Mr. Carr left the meeting at 10.40 am. 

6. Motion to Move to Restricted Session at 10.40 am 

Proposed:  Mayor, Charles Gosling 

Seconded:  Councillor J. Brimmer 

7. Public Session Resumed at 11.30 am 
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8. Correspondence 

There was no correspondence. 

9. Minutes of the Previous Infrastructure Committee Meeting dated 12 August 2020 (Public 
Session) 

Proposed: Councillor G. Scott  

Seconded: Councillor H. Ming 

The Minutes were accepted as read. 

10. Matters Arising from the Previous Infrastructure Committee Meeting dated 12 August 2020 
(Public Session) 

10.1 Peaceful Art Protest 

Finalise the proposal with Mr. Peter Lapsley, as it relates to the Peaceful Art Protest 
Series. The Event Project Manager said that the proposal had been finalised with Mr. Peter 
Lapsley of the Bermuda National Gallery, for mural's in conjunction with COH's Vivid 
programme, in accordance with the COH Public Art Initiative Policy, in the amount of 
$3,600 per mural. Action item completed. 

10.2 Chamber of Commerce 

The Secretary/COO joined the meeting at 11.33 am. 

Await the request in writing from the Chamber of Commerce to permit the cost of living 
increase to remain unchanged in the Lease until the end of 2021 and the completed 
economic survey data.  (Secretary/COO) The Secretary/COO said that he had contacted 
the Chamber of Commerce.  The Financial Statements of the Chamber of Commerce were 
made public.  The Chamber of Commerce had verbally requested that the rent remains the 
same for 2021.   Action item had not been completed. 

ACTION: 

Forward to the Infrastructure Committee Meeting (Restricted Session) to be held on 14 
October 2020, to discuss the property leases at the Chamber of Commerce building.  (City 
Engineer) 
 

10.3 Request for Rent Relief - Island Tour Centre 

Notify the Island Tours Centre (Fantasea Bermuda) of the decision whether or not to forgive 
the rent for the period 1 April 2020 until 1 April 2021. (Secretary/COO) Awaiting the 
Minister's approval. Action item had not been completed. 

10.4 Diabetes Education and Counselling Centre 

Check whether the double yellow line outside the Diabetes Education and Counselling 
Centre at 22 Princess Street, would still be valid and consider converting them to street 
parking bays. (City Engineer) The City Engineer said that the double yellow line would be 
valid.   Action item had not been completed. 

10.5 Island Trading 

Write to Island Trading with a revised rate, as it related to containers in the Cavendish 
Street car park. (City Engineer)  The City Engineer said that the container operation had 
yet to be viewed. Action item had not been completed. 
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10.6 Proposal for 17 Point Pleasant Road 

The terms of the Draft Lease Agreement would be discussed with the City Engineer and 
presented at the next Infrastructure Committee meeting. The Draft Lease had been sent to 
Misaki and their lawyers for comment. On hold. (City Engineer) 

10.7 Traffic Issues Review and Design Report 

Prepare PR to inform the public that due to the concerns of businesses and residents in 
the area, work would be carried out as follows:  Installation of bump-out at Dundonald 
Street/Union Street junction and installation of bump-out and bollards at Seon Place car 
park exit. On hold. (Communications Manager)  Action item had not been completed. 

Carry out community consultation on the proposals as it related to the change of use for 
the six (6) parking bays on Laffan Street and the six (6) parking bays on Washington Street. 
On hold. (City Engineer) Action item had not been completed. 

10.8 Restrooms on Victoria Street 

Issue an RFP after the design plans had been approved, as it related to the public 
restrooms on Victoria Street. Awaiting design planning approval before issuing an 
RFP.  Planning permission and a building permit had been obtained.  There would be no 
capital at this time. On hold. (City Engineer) Action item had not been completed. 

10.9 North East Hamilton 

Arrange a meeting of the Board and Executive to consider the development of North 
East Hamilton. On hold. This remains a strategic priority.   Action item completed. 

Write to the Bermuda Economic Development Corporation to inquire about its plans 
and to ascertain whether the COH as the Municipality of Hamilton, would be invited 
to the meetings to discuss the plans for the City of Hamilton unless they would be 
unable to address the concerns which the COH might raise.   A copy of the letter 
would be sent to the Minister. The Secretary/COO said that he had written to Ms. 
Erica Smith of the BEDC and a response was awaited.  The Secretary/COO said that 
a meeting had been arranged with BEDC today, 9 September 2020.  He said that there 
would be no budget for a capital project in North East Hamilton for 2020.  Action item 
completed. 

10.10 WiFi in the City 

Arrange a meeting with the COH's WiFi provider to discuss the possibility of 
providing WiFi throughout the City with paid extra usage. The City Engineer said that 
discussions with TBI were ongoing.  Action item completed. 

10.11 Ewing Street Rock Cut 

Arrange PR for before, during and after completion of the project as it relates to the Ewing 
Street Rock Cut project. (Communications Manager) Action item had not been 
completed. 

10.12 Green Initiative - Sewage Lines 

Arrange PR to inform the ratepayers of the ongoing Green Initiative project to survey and 
repair the sewage lines at the Front Street Pump Station. (Communications Manager) 
Action item had not been completed. 
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10.13 Public Use of Parks 

Canvas exercise trainers and child care groups who use spaces within the City, to 
ascertain their environmental preferences for activities and report back to the 
Committee.  The City Engineer said that this arose out of gym closures during the 
lockdown which would no longer be needed.  Action item completed. 

10.14 Rate Change Proposal for Cavendish Street and King Street Car Parks 

Forwarded from the Infrastructure Committee Meeting held on 12 August 2020, to 
discuss the current situation as it relates to the Cavendish Street and King Street 
car parks and the reduction of the monthly and yearly rate, to encourage usage. The 
City Engineer tabled a proposed rate change for monthly and yearly permits.  Action item 
completed. 

RECOMMENDATION: 

That the Board approve the reduction of car parking rates for the Par-La-Ville, Cavendish 
Street and King Street car parks, for monthly and yearly permits. 

Proposed: Councillor J. Brimmer 

Seconded: Councillor G. Scott 

Unanimous 
 

10.15 Pier 6 Upper - Renovation Virement 

Forward to the Finance Committee Meeting to be held on 10 September 
2020.  Calculate the virement needed for the renovation of Pier 6 Upper and Deck, 
including air conditioning system, flooring, the bathrooms, windows and 
sundries. Action item completed. 

10.16 Request for Waiver of Fees - Bermuda Police Service 

Write a letter to the Bermuda Police Service informing them of the requirement to 
notify the COH for street closures for community events.   Action item completed. 

10.17 Vacant Rental Properties 

Inspect Rose Cottage and make Recommendation at the Infrastructure Committee 
Meeting to be held on 9 September 2020, to make ready for renting. (City Engineer) The 
City Engineer said that a structural survey was awaited. Action item had not been 
completed. 

11. Resolutions Approved by the Minister 

That the Board retroactively approve the sponsorship request for full waiver of the rental fees and 
labour charges for the Social Justice Bermuda event held on 13 June 2020 at Barr’s Bay Park, in 
the total amount of $612.50. 

That the Board approve the sponsorship request for waiver of rental fees for the rental of Pier 6 
Lower Passenger Terminal, on 10 and 11 November 2020, for the Bermuda Regiment 
Remembrance Day Luncheon. 

That the Board approve in principle that the City block within Church Street, Wesley Street, Victoria 
Street and Washington Street, would be known as "Freedom Square" and further details would be 
obtained. 
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12. Recommendations for Review 

There were no Recommendations for review. 

13. Status Updates 

13.1 Events 

- Taste of Bermuda  - 9-11 October - Drive-In cooking demonstrations with movies 

- Hallowen - Movie in the Park at Fort Hamilton 

- Christmas Tree Lighting at Court and Dundonald Street 

- Christmas Tree Lighting at City Hall 

- Potential BELCo Festival of Lights - drive round - under negotiation  

ACTION: 

Circulate to the Committee a schedule outline of items included in the Taste of Bermuda 
event.  (Event Project Manager) 

13.2 Take Note:  Project Charters 2020 

The City Engineer said that many capital projects had been curtailed this year.  The 
sewage system adjacent to the Works Depot required emergency repair. 

14. Budget Wish List 

15. Any Other Business 

15.1 Wesley Methodist Church - Car Parking 

The Chairman referred to the two (2) COH signs which permitted cars to park on a Sunday 
in the cycle bays opposite the Wesley Methodist Church on Church Street.  The signs had 
been in situ since 2005 to allow elderly patrons of the Church to park nearby as the bays 
were not utilised by cycles on a Sunday.  The signs were removed in March 2020 which 
resulted in the police ticketing vehicles for illegal parking.  The Church request that the two 
(2) signs be reinstated to allow free parking of cars in the cycle bays for Sundays only.  The 
City Engineer said that change of use of parking bays would be possible as demand 
required, as parking was free on Sundays in the City.  The Mayor said that the sign may 
have been taken down for a reason which had not been recorded.  The Secretary/COO 
noted that permission had been granted for the car park on King Street to be reserved for 
the use of the patrons of the adjacent Church on a Saturday. 

RECOMMENDATION: 

That the Board approve the reinstatement of the two (2) signs at the cycle bays opposite 
the Wesley Methodist Church to permit the parking of cars on a Sunday only for the elderly 
patrons of the Church. 

Proposed: Councillor H. Ming 

Seconded: Councillor G. Scott 

Unanimous 
 

ACTION: 

Carry out a survey of cycle parking bays near places of worship in the City with a view to 
permitting the multi use of cycle bays on days of worship.  (City Engineer) 
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16. Motion to Move to Restricted Session 

Proposed:  Councillor J. Brimmer 

Seconded:  Councillor H. Ming 

 
 


